THE YOUTH OF WASHINGTON              7

undertaking. I did, however, answer cer-
tain questions put to me by Colonel Hum-
phreys concerning the Indian wars, but he
has, so far, made no use of these notes.

One of these considerations does-not so
much apply at present, for I possess the
leisure, and in recording my early reminis-
cences I shall do so for myself alone, and
assuredly shall find no satisfaction in com-
ments on the conduct of other officers who,
like myself, were honestly engaged in learn-
ing, and at the same time practising, a busi-
ness in which none of us had a large
experience. I shall confine my attention
to recalling the events of my youth, and
as I hate deception even where the imagi-
nation only is concerned, I shall try, for
my own satisfaction, to deal merely with
facts. General Hamilton, whose remarks
I have often just reason to remember, once
wrote me that no man had ever written a
true biography of himself, that he was apt
to blame himself excessively or to be too
much prone to self-defence. He went on
to state that an autobiography was written
either from vanity and to present the man
favourably to posterity, or because he de-
sired for his own pleasure in the study of
himself to recall the events of his career.